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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A tarnish inhibiting composition comprising: consisting 
essentially of a substant i a ll y non hydro l yzab l o polymer having substantially homogeneously 
dispersed therein from about 0.01% to 5% by weight of an essentially anhydrous scavenger 
including an alkali metal silicate and zinc oxide and optionally from 0.01 to 1% bv weight of 
an inert adjuvant, provided that the polymer has a water vapor transmission rate (WVTR) at 
least as high as that of low density polyethylene. 

2. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 1, wherein the polymer includes 
low density polyethylene, polypropylene, ethylene/vinyl acetate copolymer, copolymers of 
lower C2-C8 olefins, copolymers of a lower C 2 -C 8 olefin and ethylene/vinyl alcohol, non- 
biodegradable polyester, polyvinyl chloride), polystyrene, or polyamide, or combinations 
thereo f, or a b i odegradab l e po l ymer hav i ng a WVTR higher than about 1.5 gm/2 4 hr 
meas ur e d p e r 0.025 mr> VT>HTOtf th i cknoGO and 6 4 5 cm 3 (100 In*) aroa at 37.4°C (100°F) and 
90% R H (re l at i ve h u m idi ty ). 

3. (Currently Amended) [[The]] A tarnishing inhibiting composition comprising: a 
polymer having substantially homogeneously dispersed therein from about 0.01% to 5% bv 
weight of an essentially anhydrous scaveng e r including an alkali metal silicate and zinc oxide 
and optionally an inert adjuvant, provided that the polymer has a water v apor transmission 
rate (WVTR) at least as high as that of low density polyethylene ef-el aim 2 , and wherein 
[[the]] said non-hydrolyzable polymer is a biodegradable polymer [[is]] comprising a star s- 
caprolactone; s-caprolactone (PCL); poly(hydroxybutyrate-co-valerate) (PHBV); an uncoated- 
or nitrocellulose-coated cellophane films; crosslinked chitosan; starch/ethylene vinyl alcohol 
(St/EVOH) blend film; pure EVOH film (38 mole percent ethylene), or polycaprolactone 
(PCL). 
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4. (Previously Presented) The composition of claim 3, wherein the alkali metal 
silicate is a silicate of sodium. 

5. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 21 , including the adjuvant, wherein 
the adjuvant comprises calcium carbonate present in an amount of from 0.01% to 1% by 
weight wherein said calcium carbonate has a primary particle size in the range from about 1 
micron to 53 microns, and wherein said sil i cate of sodium, sa i d zinc oxido, and sa i d calcium 
carbonate [[are]] is substantially homogeneously dispersed in [[the]] said polymer. 

6. (Cancelled). 

7. (Cancelled). 

8. (Cancelled). 

9. (Cancelled). 

10. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim [[9]] 1, wherein the alkali metal 
silicate is a silicate of sodium. 

11. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 10, wherein said silicate of 
sodium[[,]] and said zinc oxide, independently, have a primary particle size in the range from 
about 1 jim to 53 jam and aro substant i al l y homogeneously dispersed in tho po l ymor . 

12. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 11, wherein the total amount of 
said stfiea te of sod i um and sa i d zinc oxido, independently, scavenger is from about 0.1% to 
about 3% by weight. 

13. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 2, wherein the alkali metal silicate 
is a silicate of sodium, wherein the total amount of said silicate of sod i um and said zinc oxide, 
independent l y, scavenger is from about 0.1% to about 3% by weight. 
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14. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 13, wherein [[said]] the primary 
particle size of said silicate of sodium and said zinc oxide, independently, is from about 1 jam 
to 53 jim an d - ar e homogeneous l y d i sper s ed in the po l ym e r . 

15. (Cancelled). 

16. (Cancelled). 

17. (Cancelled). 

18. (Cancelled). 

19. (Cancelled). 

20. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 4, wherein sa i d silicate .of sod i um 
and s a i d zinc ox i de a r e-ea eh, i ndependent l y, present in an ame ttttlef the total amount of said 
scaveng er is from about [[0 01]] OJ.% to 3.0% by weight. 

. 21. (Previously Presented) The composition of claim 20, wherein said silicate of 
sodium and said zinc oxide each, independently, have a primary particle size of from 1 to 53 
microns. 

22. (Previously Presented) The composition of claim 1, said composition being 
capable of protecting a surface of a silver object containing in excess of 90% silver, when the 
surface is exposed to the composition in a sealed environment, against tarnishing in a 
molecular-oxygen containing atmosphere containing in the range from 1 ppb (parts per 
billion) to 10 ppm (parts per million) of hydrogen sulfide at a relative humidity of 90% and 
37.4°C (100°F) , for at least one year. 
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23. (Previously Presented) The composition of claim 3, said composition being 
capable of protecting a surface of a silver object containing in excess of 90% silver, when the 
surface is exposed to the composition in a sealed environment, against tarnishing in a 
molecular-oxygen containing atmosphere containing in the range from 1 ppb (parts per 
billion) to 10 ppm (parts per million) of hydrogen sulfide at a relative humidity of 90% and 
37.4°C (100°F) , for at least one year. 

24. (Previously Presented) The composition of claim 21, said composition being 
capable of protecting a surface of a silver object containing in excess of 90% silver, when the 
surface is exposed to the composition in a sealed environment, against tarnishing in a 
molecular-oxygen containing atmosphere containing in the range from 1 ppb (parts per 
billion) to 10 ppm (parts per million) of hydrogen sulfide at a relative humidity of 90% and 
37.4°C (1 00°F) , for at least one year. 

25. (New) The composition of claim 12, including the adjuvant, wherein the adjuvant 
comprises calcium carbonate in an amount of from 0.01% to 1% by weight and having a 
primary particle size in the range of from about 1 micron to 53 microns. 

26. (New) The composition of claim 14, including the adjuvant, wherein the adjuvant 
comprises calcium carbonate in an amount of from 0.01% to 1% by weight and having a 
primary particle size in the range of from about 1 micron to 53 microns. 

27. (New) The composition of claim 3, wherein sard composition consists essentially 
of said biodegradable polymer, said scavenger, and said inert adjuvant. 



PAGE 6/9 * RCVD AT 2/23/2007 4:37:38 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/17* DNIS:2738300 * CSID:3305351435 * DURATION (mm-ss):0240 



